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Mr. Andrew Keung
 Hon Editor 

andrewkeung@cices.org.hk 
Regional News for October 2011 
 

Technical Visit – Latest Development of Ocean 

Park          Steven Chan 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
8 Oct 2011:  12 members/guests attended this technical visit to Ocean Park. We were 
greeted by Mr. Arthur Wong, Project Director of the Ocean Park Development. Arthur 
briefed us on their latest development and in particular, the Thrill Mountain and the Polar 
Adventure. The Thrill Mountain will be the fastest adrenaline-boosting rides in the Park 
and the Polar Adventure will house the animal ambassadors from the North & South 
Poles. We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Arthur again for his 
valuable time hosting us and answering all the technical issues, including but not limited 
to building, structural and biochemical works, which are extraordinary to our day-to-day 
work. 
 

A group photograph with all the 
members/guests in the Technical Visit to 
Ocean Park Development 

Committee Member Steven Chan 
(right) presents a souvenir to Mr. 
Arthur Wong, Project Director of 
Ocean Park Development 
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Mediation Training      Calvin Li 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
July to Oct 2011:  As we all know, the Government is giving full support to the 
development of mediation in Hong Kong. We work with the Hong Kong Mediation 
Centre (HKMC) and hold courses and seminars to instill this new culture. The second 
advance mediation class organized by the HKMC and endorsed by ICES Hong Kong was 
completed recently. The training constituted a series of lectures, role play and mock-up 
practices and concluded with a professional examination. We are setting up a “Mediator 
Panel” very soon, watch this column for more information early next year. 
 
 

Classmates are running a role play in 
this mediation training 
 
All students completed the course 
successfully and we look forward to their 
successfulness to getting the 
accreditation
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Contract Surgery       Cordia Yu 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
22 Oct 2011:  Working with the Institution Information Business partner BKSurco, a 
series of training presentation on Contracts Surgery has been organized for our members.  
Mr. John Battersby, Director of BK SURCO gave us a good talk on Valuation of 
Variation under the Hong Kong Government General Conditions of Contract and this was 
the third topic in this Contracts Surgery series.  John talked about the definition of 
variation and how should the variations be valuated.  John also illustrated the method for 
assessing the time and quantum impact arising from variations.  
 
The seminar coincided with the visit of the CEO of ICES, Mr. Bill Pyrke in Hong Kong. 
Bill took this opportunity to meet our members and exchanged views before and after the 
seminar.  He also updated us on the development of ICES. 

 
CEO Hong Kong & China trip  Miranda Lui/ Andrew Keung 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
21 to 28 Oct 2011:  ICES understands the pivotal importance of Hong Kong Region as 
the spring board for the Institution development in this part of the world. Followed the 
impetus we built up in the September CHINCA training session this year, the Institution 
had decided to send Mr. Bill Pryke, ICES Chief Executive Officer to Hong Kong and 
mainland China to assist us in pursuing our development strategy. 
 
His business trip was hectic. Meeting our members in John’s seminar as reported above, 
he had met the Hong Kong Committee and held a series of talks with Andrew Keung, 
Past Chairman and CoM member; Honby Chan and the senior committee members of the 
Region. He visited a number of organizations in Hong Kong and respected organizations 
in mainland China. 
 
Together with BKSurco, he visited the Hong Kong branch of the China Harbour 
Engineering Corporation (CHEC) and explained the ICES Approved Development 
Scheme (ADS) to Mr. LC Yu of CHEC. Mr. Yu expressed interest in adopting ADS as 
part of the company internal training restructuring direction. We welcome CHEC Hong 
Kong office’s decision to implement the Scheme by end of this year. Bill had laid the 
foundation stone for other construction companies to implement the ADS scheme in 
Hong Kong.  
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Mr. & Mrs. Pryke had dinner with the 
Committee members at the Kowloon 
Cricket Club 
 
Visit to CHEC: (l-r) John Battersby, Bill, 
LC Yu, Honby Chan and Andrew Keung 

 
On 28 October, Bill and the Region Committee met the Permanent Secretary for 
Development (Works) Mr. CS Wai JP and Mr. Enoch Lam, Deputy Secretary (Works). 
We updated Mr Wai on the development of civil engineering surveying profession in the 
construction industry. Bill encouraged our communication with the government officials 
dealing with the Hong Kong construction industry. Mr. Wai also suggested ICES to 
become a member in the Construction Industry Council. 

Bill presents a souvenir to 
Mr. CS Wai (3 from left), the 
Permanent Secretary for 
Development 
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He also paid a courtesy visit to the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors and met up with the 
President Wong Bay and divisional representatives Mr. Stephen Lai, Mr. Simon Kwok, 
Mr. Keith Yim and Mr. Thomas Ho. We also followed up on the discussion on the 
reciprocal recognition of the Geospatial Engineering Discipline with HKIS counterpart, 
the  Land Surveying Division. 
 

Meeting at the HKIS office  

(l-r) Simon Kwok, Alan Cheung, CK Liu, 
Honby Chan, Mrs Pryke, Wong Bay 
(president HKIS), Bill, Stephen Lai, 
Miranda Lui, Michael Wong, Calvin Li, 
Keith Yim and Lesley Lam 

 
The first stop in China was meeting Prof Gethin Roberts of the University of Nottingham 
Ningbo, China (UNNC). We gave a presentation at the UNNC campus and introduced 
the civil engineering surveying profession to their students. UNNC suggested setting up 
an ICES Student Chapter on campus for ICES promotion, development and student 
networking through organizing CPD events, seminars, etc on a regular basis. Other 
cooperation ideas were exchanged during the meeting with the University.  
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Picture with UNNC staff: (l-r): 
Lawrence Lau (Lecturer in engg surv), 
Judith Guttesen (Int’l Liason Officer), 
Honby Chan, Prof Gethin Roberts, Bill, 
Sarina Liu, Miranda Lui 

Bill presents a souvenir to Prof Zhang 
Lian Ying (Vice head of Engineering 
Management Department of the Tianjin 
University 

Similar to UNNC, we delivered another presentation at the Tianjin University campus.  
To establish our contact in this northern region, we also discussed the possibilities of 
organising joint events with the University and further training supports.  
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In Beijing, we visited China Overseas Engineering Group and met their President Mr. 
HUANG Tiande and his delegates. Mr. Huang expressed interests in developing ADS in 
his company and was keen on developing their overseas market. Mr. Huang expressed 
interest in further dialogue with ICES on cooperation in training for their staff working 
on overseas projects. 
 
 

Photo with China Overseas: (l-r) Li 
Yaming (Chief Economist), Honby, 
President Huang Tiande, Bill, Miranda 
and Qian Wuyun (Adviser)  
 

Photo with CHINCA: (l-r) Lin Jiang 
(Training Dept Director), Honby, Wang 
He (Vice Chairlady), Diao Chunhe 
(Chairman), Bill, Miranda and Zhang 
Fang (Secretary & Research Dept) 

Followed our previous dialogue with the China International Contractors Association 
(CHINCA), we discussed the renewal of the “Cooperation Agreement” and sought 
further chance of developing ICES in China. CHINCA suggested establishing a training 
centre with ICES jointly. China enterprises are keen to develop the overseas construction 
market and there will be high demand of the international commercial management 
knowledge and skills. In this regard, ICES and BKSURCO could provide a platform to 
train professionals and enhance their competencies to cope with the demand in the 
international arena. CHINCA is organizing an Outstanding International Engineering 
Project Manager Qualification Evaluation (OIEPMQE), which is supported by 
Department of Outward Investment and Economic Cooperation of Ministry of Commerce 
of the People’s Republic of China. ICES has agreed to be a supporting organization for 
this Event and is invited to attend the launching ceremony on 23 Nov 2011 in Beijing. 
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Construction News Update    Andrew Keung 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Halcrow Takeover: Followed the purchase of Scott Wilson by URS last year, 
Halcrow is being taken over by another US giant CH2M Hill.  The acquisition is 
expected to be completed in this November. 
 

 New Arbitration Law for Hong Kong: The New Arbitration Ordinance was passed 
by Legco on 10 November 2010 and came into effect on 1 June 2011. The Ordinance 
brings in some key changes, including abolishing the different regimes for domestic 
and international arbitration. The new unitary regime adopts the UNCITRAL Model 
Law but makes a number of additions and modifications to this. Some changes are 
significant for the construction industry in Hong Kong.  
 

 Chinese Contractors entered into UK Construction Industry:  UK Chancellor 
recently brokered a deal with the Chinese government to make it easier for investors 
to put money into the UK infrastructure market. Projects of interest to the investors 
are the Olympic regeneration programme and the Atlantic Array offshore wind farm. 
It is very likely that investments made by Chinese in UK will lead to Chinese 
contractors bidding for resulting work.  
 
We learned from CHINCA that they had been actively training the engineers and 
managers of its member companies to face the new challenge and in particular, their 
skills in International Project Management. (see our reports in other section on 
CHINCA). 
 

 Judicial Review of the EIA on the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge: The Court 
has reversed the earlier court judgment upon appeal by the Government on the 
Judicial Review of the EIA on the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge project. As we 
all know, there has been a great deal of controversy regarding the case followed by a 
member of the public filing a High Court action on the project. The Court initially 
ruled in favour of the Tung Chung resident. The Court made its ruling on the ground 
that the Government had only provided the projected environmental conditions with 
the project in place and had failed to present separate data on the environmental 
conditions without the project in place.  
 
Now the dust appears to be settled with confirmation from the Tung Chung resident 
not to further pursue the case. As the main bridge on the other side of the border has 
already commenced, Highways Department said they would endeavour to tie in with 
the target of completing and commissioning the bridge in 2016. It is anticipated the 
first major contract will be awarded very soon. 
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Coming Events  
  
15 Nov 2011:  Conference - Improving Contract Management Performance using the 
NEW ENGINEERING CONTRACTS (NEC3) by BK Surco. 
 
Dec 2010: Joint societies Christmas Party will be held with other 10 societies, details to 
be given 
 


