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Regional News for May 2012 
 
Construction News       Eric Tse / Andrew Keung 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Construction Safety Week - Hong Kong Construction Association is jointly organizing 
the Construction Safety Week Campaign with the Development Bureau and the Construction 
Industry Council on 20 -24 May 2012, aimed to arouse stakeholders’ attention and to further 
enhance construction site safety. The Permanent Secretary for Development (Works), Mr CS Wai, 
at the Construction Safety Week Summit on 21 May called for the construction industry's 
commitment to protecting workers' safety and reviewing ways to improve work procedures for 
greater safety. He added that more care should be given to the workers in order to realise the goal 
of zero accidents. He suggested the industry to adopt the "ZERO" approach, representing Zealous, 
Enhancement seeking, Responsible, Open-minded to uplift site safety.  

 

 

 

 

The Permanent Secretary for Development (Works), Mr CS Wai (second right); the Chairman of the Construction 
Industry Council (CIC), Mr SS Lee (centre) at the Construction Safety Week Summit on 21 May 2012,  Mr CS Wai 
(left) and the Principal Assistant Secretary for Development (Works), Mr Enoch Lam, (right) sign the Joint 
Declaration, which vows to ensure safety of workers. 

HK’s Executive Council has 
endorsed the construction of a 
Third Runway – Secretary for transport 
and housing Eva Cheng announced that the 
Airport Authority can now proceed with an EIA 
and plan the design details and financial 
arrangements. The environmental assessment is 
expected to take two years. The government 
wants the authority to complete the assessment, 
design and financial options by the end of 2014, 
so the runway can be built by 2023. Air traffic last 
year already reached the forecast demand for 
2013. 

  

 
Secretary for Transport & Housing Eva Cheng 
announced that the forecast cost of the third 
runway development is HK$136bn 

http://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/public/assets/news_articles/2012/03/1332318670_21mar12-hkrunway.jpg�
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9 km & 12 stations Monorail System 
for Kai Tak - In a Legislative Council paper 
tabled by Development Bureau in May, it said that 
the proposed monorail would link the MTR 
Kowloon Bay Station to Kai Tak Station Square, 
where it can interchange with the Kai Tak Station 
of the future Shatin to Central Link, and terminate 
at the MTR Kwun Tong Station. The bureau 
estimates that the project would cost HK$12bn and 
start services around 2023.  

 
BIM corner            Elvis Lee / Andrew Keung 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

The Trend of BIM – Building Information Modelling “BIM” is the latest buzzword engulfing 
the industry. The capabilities of systems that are being termed BIM, recent developments in 
Geospatial Engineering combined with wireless communication, internet connectivity, and cloud 
computing, plus ever more powerful user devices such as smart phones, interactive pads and 
personal computers, have the capacity to significantly improve the way we deliver and maintain 
infrastructure assets.  
 
Working along with other professional bodies, ICES have participated in the development of 
standards and codes of practice most notably the British Standard 1192:2007, ‘Collaborative 
production architectural, engineering and construction information’. Together with ICE, ICES have 
contributed to the British Standards Institution B/555 Committee that is steering the development of 
design, modelling and data exchange standards for BIM and Geospatial information and provide 
clear guidance to the UK industry dedicated to the delivery and operation of built assets.  
 
In Hong Kong, private enterprise and government have also been participating in the current BIM 
development. However, we are still in its infant stage with most discussions still relate to its use in 
design stages of a project such as performing clash analysis and providing easy visualization. While 
there are obvious commercial benefits of BIM, it appears the commitment of the industry to embrace 
it in practice and deliver the benefits of whole-life value is not strong.  
 
What is the government BIM strategy and what will they expect from the supply chain? How can our 
surveying professionals add value and benefit commercially through the application of BIM? What 
do we need to change in practice and behaviour to enable a seamless delivery of projects through 
design, construction and operation?  
 
Lets take a look of how other countries are doing and hopefully it will bring some insights for Hong 
Kong. Below are the summary of the latest BIM policies and standards in UK and Singapore. 
 

http://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/public/assets/news_articles/2012/04/1334130177_11apr12-hkmonorail.jpg�
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 Allow time for the industry to prepare for development of new standards & training of 

BIM. 

The United Kingdom 
 
The UK will reform the way of government construction 
procedures. It hopes to achieve higher efficiency and hence a 
cost reduction by using BIM.  
 
According to the Government Construction Strategy disclosed 
in May 2011 by the Cabinet Office, it will co-ordinate with 
industry groups to develop standards in hopes of enabling all 
its members of the to work collaboratively through BIM. 
 
The major plan is summarized below: 

 Desire to complete agreed pilot projects using BIM. 
 March 2012:- connect with BIM to in post completion process, eg asset management. 
 April 2012:- define and mandate the expected standard information set for Government 

projects. 
 Starting from summer 2012, phase roll out BIM to all government projects. 
 July 2012:- aim to identify trial projects in multiple departments to achieve delivery via 

3D fully collaborative. 
 Require fully collaborative 3D BIM by 2016, with all information data and 

documentation being electronic.  
 A staged plan will be published with mandated milestones showing measurable 

progress at the end of each year. 
 Use BIM to integrate the design and construction of assets with the operation phase for 

improved asset performance. 
 
Singapore 
 
The Singapore Building and Construction Authority (BCA) are currently mandating BIM e-
submission of architectural, structural and mechanical and electrical plans for building works for 
regulatory approval by 2015.  
 
The objective of mandatory e-submission is efficiency in terms of reducing the time and effort 
required to review submissions. It is proposed that paper would not be accepted.  
 
The Singapore BCA has set a target of getting 80% of the construction industry to use BIM widely 
by then. The public sector will also take the lead in driving BIM adoption and work towards 
specifying BIM as a requirement in new building projects from next year.  
 
In addition, the BCA established a BIM fund for Singapore registered firms which are the member of 
an on-going or upcoming construction projects. The purpose of the fund is to encourage firms 
involved in construction projects to put BIM technology into practice in actual projects. 
  
The BIM fund:  
 

 Encourage incorporation BIM technology in supporting firms to build up capability in BIM 
project collaboration, BIM modeling, visualization, value-added simulation and analysis and 
project documentation. 
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 Could cap up to a total of $105,000 Singapore Dollars (approx. HKD $660,000) per firm. 
 Support a wide coverage of costs, such as training costs, consultancy services costs and BIM 

hardware and software costs. 
 Support projects which demonstrate at least 10% rework reduction or productivity improvement 

in key business processes, for example, performing clash detection using BIM during tender or 
construction stage. 

 
 

China 
 
Tsinghua University has conducted research on the current international BIM trend, primarily the 
practice of BIM in China including the setting of BIM standards and the implementation of BIM in 
different projects.  
 
In March 2012, it published “Research of Chinese Building Information Modeling Standard 
Framework” setting out a China BIM Standard.  

 
 

New MSc course in Engineering Surveying and Geodesy and 
PhD opportunities in the  
University of Nottingham Ningbo China

 
 
The University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC) is delighted to announce a new MSc course in 
Engineering Surveying and Geodesy.  This new master programme is entirely run by the Faculty 
of Science and Engineering at the Ningbo Campus.   
 
UNNC is accepting applications for one-year full-time and 2-3 years part-time MSc degree in 
Engineering Surveying and Geodesy.  The course has been designed for students, who wish to 
develop an understanding and working knowledge of the principles and applications of a variety of 
surveying devices and techniques.  Versions of this MSc have been running at the University of 
Nottingham, UK for almost 20 years and have proven to be very successful.   
 

 
 
This course runs entirely at UNNC and provides students with the ability to appreciate and apply 
state of the art engineering surveying techniques within a practical context.  The course includes the 
principles behind surveying such as reference systems, and geodesy, as well as the techniques and 
equipment used in engineering surveying, photogrammetry and satellite positioning systems such 
as GPS.  In addition to the formal part of the course, it runs practical classes that allow students to 
see and learn how to use and operate a very wide variety of state of the art surveying equipment 
and software, including laser scanners, servo driven total stations, RTK and Network RTK GPS, 
digital and analogue photogrammetry, LiDAR, SAR and InSAR. 
 



Chartered Institution of 
CIVIL ENGINEERING SURVEYORS 
Hong Kong Region 
 

 5

The taught degrees at UNNC run parallel to degrees offered at the University of Nottingham in UK 
and are subject to the same quality assurance processes.  Students award University of Nottingham 
degrees after they successfully complete their programmes at the campus in Ningbo, China.  
Moreover, this course is accredited by the Chartered Institution of Civil Engineering Surveyors 
(ICES) and will be accredited by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) before 
2013. 
 
Moreover, scholarships are available for students to pursuit PhD in UNNC.  Research projects can 
be in, but not limit to, the areas of GNSS for deformation monitoring, GNSS data processing 
algorithms, GNSS error modelling, GNSS for position, velocity and time determination, sensor 
integration (GNSS, INS, UWB, etc.).  Students will be co-supervised by professors in the University 
of Nottingham in UK.    
 
To apply, please visit www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/admissions 
For course and technical information, please email to the Course Director: lawrence.lau@nottingham.edu.cn 
For admission and student affairs information, please call: t: +86(0) 574 8818 0262  
e: admissions@nottingham.edu.cn 
 
 

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Mainland Site Visit         LIU Chun Kit 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

31 May – The site visit was organised by the Hong Kong Region, AMORSHK (居港大陆海外

学人联合会) and Tonji University Hong Kong Alumni Association (同济大学香港校友联谊会). The 
Hong Kong Zhuhai Macao Bridge Authority in Zhuhai had given us an overview of the 
planning and construction of the HZMB for respective place. They also introduced to us the 
latest technologies being applied in the design and construction of the HZMB on the 
Mainland site. 
 

 
 

Souvenir was presented to HZMB Authority 
 
Committee members at Artificial West Island 

 

http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/admissions
mailto:lawrence.lau@nottingham.edu.cn
mailto:admissions@nottingham.edu.cn
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Coming Events  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15 June :  Spatial Data Infrastructure Conference 2012 – “SDI & Emergency Mapping and 
Solution” with keynote speech by Prof Ding Xiao-li of PolyU, starting at 1:00pm at the Crystal Ball 
Room, Cityview Hotel, Kowloon.  
 
17 June :  Demarcation of Dragon Boat Race Course at Chai Wan District, Hong Kong. 
 
17-19 June :  2012 Mainland and Hong Kong Construction Industry Forum – “Sustainable 
Urban Form: City Land Use and Town Planning” is jointly organized by the Development Bureau 
and the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development and will be held from 17 to 19 June 2012 
in Chongqing (重慶市). Mrs. Carrie Lam, GBS, JP, Secretary for Development will be the leader of 
the Hong Kong delegation.  
 
June / July :  A CPD talk on “Corporate Social Responsibility” for construction industry. Details 
will be announced. 


